Immunoreactive calcitonin in maternal milk and serum in relation to prolactin and neurotensin.
Maternal milk four days post partum contained immunoreactive calcitonin in concentrations which were 22-89 times higher than those noted in concomitantly sampled maternal sera. Neurotensin-like immunoreactivity was barely detectable in milk. It is suggested that calcitonin may be a prerequisite for the concentration of calcium ions in milk but there is also possibility that it acts locally on the intestinal mucosa.